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MASTERING THE
7TH GRADE REVISE
AND EDIT STAAR
QUESTION: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
FOR SUCCESS

The  State  of  Texas
A s s e s s m e n t s  o f
Academic  Readiness,
commonly  known  as
STAAR,  represents  a
significant  milestone in
every  Texas  student's
academic  journey.  For
seventh  graders,  the
English  Language Arts
and  Reading  (ELAR)
assessment includes a

critical component that
often  causes  anxiety:
the  revise  and  edit
section. Understanding
the  7th  grade  revise
a n d  e d i t  S T A A R
question is not merely
about passing a test; it
is  about  developing
essential  writing  skills
that will serve students
th roughou t  t he i r
education and beyond.
This  comprehensive
guide  will  explore  the
structure  of  these
questions,  the  key
skills  being  tested,
proven  strategies  for
success ,  and  how
teachers  and  parents
can support students in
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m a s t e r i n g  t h i s
challenging  aspect  of
the STAAR assessment.

WHAT ARE THE
7TH GRADE REVISE
AND EDIT STAAR
QUESTIONS?

The  revise  and  edit
sect ion  of  the  7th
g rade  STAAR  ELA
a s s e s s m e n t  i s
designed to evaluate a
student's  ability  to
improve  a  wr i t ten
passage.  Unlike  the
written  composition
portion, which requires
students  to  generate
original text, the revise
and  edit  questions
present  a  pre-written
passage  that  contains
deliberate  errors  and
areas for improvement.
Students  must  then
answer multiple-choice
questions  that  ask
t h e m  t o  i d e n t i f y
c o r r e c t i o n s  o r
enhancements.  These
7th  grade  revise  and

edit  STAAR  questions
typically  appear  in  a
cluster format, with 10
to 12 questions related
to  a  single  passage.
The  passage  itself  is
u s u a l l y  a  s h o r t
e x p o s i t o r y  o r
persuasive text written
at  an  appropr ia te
g r a d e  l e v e l .
Understanding  the
format  is  the  first  step
t o w a r d  b u i l d i n g
confidence  and
competence  in  this
area.

Distinguis
hing
Between
Revising
and
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Editing
A  common  point  of
confusion  for  students
is  the  difference
between  revising  and
editing.  While  these
terms  are  sometimes
used  interchangeably
in  everyday  language,
on the 7th grade revise
a n d  e d i t  S T A A R
q u e s t i o n ,  t h e y
represent  dist inct
skills. Revising focuses
on  the  content  and
structure of the writing.
This includes improving
sentence  var iety ,
e n h a n c i n g  w o r d
choice,  strengthening
the  cen t ra l  i dea ,
improving  transitions,
and  reorgan i z ing
information  for  better
flow.  Editing,  on  the
o t h e r  h a n d ,
concentrates  on  the
mechanics  of  writing.
T h i s  i n v o l v e s
correcting  spelling

errors,  fixing
punctuation  mistakes,
ensuring  subject-verb
agreement,  correcting
capitalization,  and
a d d r e s s i n g
grammatical  issues.
T h e  S T A A R  t e s t
deliberately  includes
both types of questions
t o  a s s e s s  a
comprehensive  range
o f  w r i t i n g  s k i l l s .
Students must be able
to  ident i fy  when  a
p a s s a g e  h a s  a
structural  problem
versus  a  mechanical
error, as each requires
a  different  type  of
correction.

KEY SKILLS
ASSESSED IN 7TH
GRADE REVISE
AND EDIT STAAR
QUESTIONS

To  exce l  on  these
questions,  students
n e e d  a  s o l i d
unders tand ing  o f
several  key  writing
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c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d
revision strategies. The
7th  grade  revise  and
edit  STAAR  question
draws from the Texas
Essential  Knowledge
and  Sk i l l s  ( TEKS)
standards  for  writing,
which  outline  specific
competencies  that
students  should  have
developed by the end
of  seventh  grade.
Below are the primary
s k i l l  a r e a s  t h a t
s t u d e n t s  w i l l
encounter.

Grammar
and
Usage
A substantial portion of
ed i t ing  quest ions
focuses  on  grammar
and  usage.  Students
m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o
identify  and  correct
errors  in  subject-verb

agreement,  pronoun-
antecedent agreement,
verb tense consistency,
and the correct use of
a d j e c t i v e s  a n d
adverbs.  For  example,
a  ques t i on  m igh t
present  a  sentence
with  a  subject  that
does not agree with its
verb ,  such  as  The
group  of  students  are
working  together ,
which  should  be  The
group  of  students  is
work ing  together
because the subject is
group,  not  students.
Another  common area
invo lves  pronoun
usage ,  i n c l ud ing
distinguishing between
s u b j e c t i v e  a n d
o b j e c t i v e  c a s e
pronouns and ensuring
that  pronouns  clearly
r e f e r  t o  t h e i r
antecedents. Mastering
these  foundational
g rammar  sk i l l s  i s
essential for accurately
answering  the  editing
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port ion  o f  the  7th
grade  revise  and  edit
STAAR question.

Punctuati
on and
Capitaliza
tion
Proper  punctuation  is
another  area  heavily
tested  in  the  editing
sec t i on .  Seven th
graders  are  expected
t o  d e m o n s t r a t e
m a s t e r y  o f  e n d
punctuation,  commas
in  a  series,  commas
after  introductory
elements,  commas  in
compound  sentences,
a p o s t r o p h e s  i n
p o s s e s s i v e s  a n d
contractions, quotation
marks in dialogue, and
correct capitalization of
proper  nouns  and  the
b e g i n n i n g  o f

sentences.  A  typical
7th  grade  revise  and
edit  STAAR  question
might  ask students  to
choose the correct way
t o  p u n c t u a t e  a
sentence with a direct
quotation or to identify
where a comma should
be  added  to  separate
i t e m s  i n  a  l i s t .
Understanding  the
rules  for  punctuation
not only helps students
score  higher  on  the
test but also improves
their  overall  writing
c l a r i t y  a n d
effectiveness.

Spelling
While spell-check tools
a r e  c o m m o n  i n
everyday  writing,  the
STAAR  assessment
requires  students  to
identify  spelling errors
manually.  Questions
may involve commonly
misspel led  words,
homophones  (such  as
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t h e i r ,  t h e r e ,  a n d
they're or to, too, and
two),  and  words  that
f o l l o w  s t a n d a r d
spelling  patterns  and
rules.  Students  should
be  familiar  with  basic
spelling  conventions,
including the rules for
adding  suffixes,
forming  plurals,  and
using  prefixes.  For  the
7th  grade  revise  and
edit  STAAR  question,
being able to recognize
when a word is spelled
incorrectly  and  select
the  correct  spelling
from multiple options is
a key skill that requires
both memorization and
application  of  spelling
rules.

Sentence
Structure

and
Clarity
Revising  questions
often  target  sentence
structure  and  clarity.
Students may be asked
to combine two short,
choppy sentences into
one  more  fluent
sentence or to break a
long,  run-on  sentence
into more manageable
parts. They might also
need  to  identify  and
cor rec t  sen tence
fragments,  misplaced
modifiers,  or  awkward
phrasing. For example,
a  ques t i on  m igh t
present  a  sentence
that is unclear because
a  modifier  is  placed
incorrectly:  Walking to
the  store,  the  rain
began  to  fall.  In  this
sentence, it sounds like
the  rain  is  walking  to
t h e  s t o r e .  T h e
corrected  vers ion
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w o u l d  b e :  W h i l e
walking  to  the  store,
we felt  the rain begin
to fall.  These types of
rev is ions  requ i re
s tudents  to  th ink
critically  about  how
sentences  convey
meaning and to choose
the  most  effective  and
clear construction.

Organizat
ion and
Coherenc
e
Another important area
tested  in  the  revising
port ion  o f  the  7th
grade  revise  and  edit
S T A A R  q u e s t i o n
involves  the  overall
o rgan i za t i on  and
cohe rence  o f  t he
passage. Students may
be asked to determine
the best placement for

a  sentence  within  a
paragraph,  identify
which  sentence  does
no t  be long  i n  the
passage, or choose the
most  effective
transit ion  word  or
phrase  to  connect
ideas.  For  instance,  a
question  might  ask,
Where is the best place
to  add  the  following
s e n t e n c e  t o  t h e
passage?  or  Which
sentence  should  be
removed  because  it
does  not  support  the
main  idea?  These
questions  assess  a
student's  ability  to
think about writing as a
whole rather than just
at  the  sentence level.
Understanding  how
ideas  should  logically
flow  and  how
supporting  detai ls
relate  to  the  central
thesis is crucial for this
portion of the test.
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Word
Choice
and Tone
Effective  writing  uses
p r e c i s e  a n d
appropriate  language.
S o m e  r e v i s i n g
questions  on  the  7th
grade  revise  and  edit
STAAR  question  will
ask students to select
a better word or phrase
to replace a vague or
inappropriate  one.  For
example,  a  passage
might  use  the  word
nice repeatedly, and a
question  could  ask
students  to  choose  a
more  specific  word
such  as  pleasant ,
friendly,  or  engaging.
Similarly,  students
might need to identify
when  the  tone  of  a
word  does  not  match
the overall tone of the
passage, such as using

o v e r l y  i n f o r m a l
l a n g u a g e  i n  a n
expository  text.  This
skill  requires  a  strong
vocabulary  and  an
unders tand ing  o f
c o n n o t a t i o n  a n d
context.

PROVEN
STRATEGIES FOR
ANSWERING 7TH
GRADE REVISE
AND EDIT STAAR
QUESTIONS

Knowing the content is
o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e
equation. Students also
need  effective  test-
taking  strategies  to
approach the 7th grade
revise and edit STAAR
q u e s t i o n  w i t h
confidence  and
efficiency.  The
following  strategies
have  been  proven  to
help students  improve
their  performance  on
this section of the test.
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Read the
Passage
Carefully
Before
Answerin
g
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  mistakes
s tuden ts  make  i s
jumping directly to the
questions  without  first
reading  the  passage.
Encourage students to
r e a d  t h e  e n t i r e
passage  through  once
to  get  a  sense  of  its
main  idea,  tone,  and
structure.  This  initial
reading  helps  them
understand the context
for  the  questions  that
follow.  When  students
read  the  passage  first,
they are better able to

recogn ize  when  a
sen tence  sounds
awkward or does not fit
with  the  surrounding
text. For the 7th grade
revise and edit STAAR
question,  this  holistic
approach  is  far  more
effective than trying to
analyze each sentence
in isolation.

Read
Each
Question
Carefully
and
Identify
the Skill
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Being
Tested
Each  question  on  the
revise and edit section
is designed to assess a
specific  skill.  By
learning  to  identify
what  the  question  is
asking,  students  can
focus their attention on
the  relevant  area.  Is
the  question  asking
about  punctuation?
Grammar?  Sentence
combin ing?  Word
choice? Once students
recognize  the  skill,
they  can  apply  the
specific  rules  and
strategies  associated
with  that  area.  For
example, if a question
provides  a  sentence
with  an  underlined
portion and asks which
change, if  any, should
be  made,  students
should  first  determine
whether  the  error  is

m e c h a n i c a l  o r
s t r u c t u r a l .  T h i s
m e t a c o g n i t i v e
approach  to  the  7th
grade  revise  and  edit
STAAR  question  helps
students avoid careless
mistakes.

Read
Each
Answer
Choice
Carefully
and
Eliminate
Obvious
Errors
When  faced  with  four
a n s w e r  c h o i c e s ,
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students  should  read
each one carefully and
use  the  process  of
elimination. Often, one
or two choices can be
immediately  ruled  out
because  they  contain
obv ious  e r ro rs  o r
create new problems in
the  sentence.  For
instance, if  a question
asks  for  the  correct
p u n c t u a t i o n  o f  a
sentence,  one  answer
choice  might  omit
necessary  punctuation
entirely,  while another
might add unnecessary
p u n c t u a t i o n .  B y
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e
obviously  incorrect
options,  students  can
narrow their focus and
make a more informed
decision  between  the
remaining choices. This
strategy is  particularly
valuable  for  the  7th
grade  revise  and  edit
S T A A R  q u e s t i o n
because it reduces the
cognit ive  load  and

increases the likelihood
of selecting the correct
answer.

Plug the
Answer
Choice
Back Into
the
Passage
Before  finalizing  an
answer ,  s tudents
should  mentally  insert
their  chosen  option
back into the passage
to  see  i f  i t  sounds
correct  and  maintains
the intended meaning.
This  technique,  often
cal led  the  plug- in
method, helps students
verify that their answer
makes  sense  in  the
c o n t e x t  o f  t h e
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surrounding sentences.
If  the  choice  sounds
awkward  or  changes
the  meaning  of  the
passage,  it  is  likely
incorrect.  For  the  7th
grade  revise  and  edit
STAAR  question,  this
verification  step  is
crucia l  because  i t
catches  errors  that
might  otherwise  go
unnoticed.

Watch for
"No
Change"
as a Valid
Option
Many questions include
NO CHANGE or Correct
as  is  as  one  of  the
a n s w e r  c h o i c e s .
Students  sometimes
assume  that  every
question  contains  an

error,  but  this  is  not
t h e  c a s e .  S o m e
sentences  are  already
correct, and the correct
answer  is  to  leave
them  unchanged.
However,  students
should  be  cautious
about  selecting  this
option  too  quickly.
They  should  verify
t h r o u g h  c a r e f u l
analysis  that  no  error
exists  before choosing
NO  CHANGE.  For  the
7th  grade  revise  and
edit  STAAR  question,
th is  sk i l l  requires
confidence  and  careful
attention  to  detail.

COMMON PITFALLS
AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

Even  well-prepared
students  can  fall  into
traps on the 7th grade
revise and edit STAAR
question.  Being  aware
o f  t hese  common
p i t f a l l s  c a n  h e l p
students  avoid  them
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and  perform  at  their
best.

Overthink
ing the
Question
Sometimes, the correct
a n s w e r  i s
straightforward,  but
students  convince
themselves  that  there
must be a hidden trick.
If  a  sentence  sounds
correct  and  follows
standard grammar and
punctuation  rules,  it
probably  is  correct.
Students  should  trust
their  foundational
knowledge  and  avoid
o v e r c o m p l i c a t i n g
s imple  quest ions.
Overthinking  often
l e a d s  t o  s e c o n d -
guessing and choosing
an incorrect answer.

Ignoring
Context
Every sentence in  the
r e v i s e  a n d  e d i t
passage exists within a
la rge r  con tex t .  A
change  that  might  be
grammatically  correct
in  isolation  might  not
fit  the  tone,  style,  or
meaning of the overall
passage.  Students
must  always  consider
how  the i r  chosen
answer  affects  the
surrounding  sentences
and the passage as a
w h o l e .  T h i s  i s
especially  important
for  revising  questions
t h a t  a s k  a b o u t
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,
transitions,  or  word
choice.  The 7th grade
revise and edit STAAR
quest ion  rewards
students who read and
think contextually.
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Rushing
Through
the
Passage
The  STAAR  tes t  i s
t imed ,  wh i ch  can
create  pressure  to
m o v e  q u i c k l y .
However ,  rush ing
through  the  passage
often  leads  to  missed
errors  and  careless
mistakes.  Students
should  balance  speed
with accuracy. Reading
t h e  p a s s a g e  a t  a

steady,  comfortable
pace  and  tak ing  a
moment to think about
each  question  before
answering  is  more
effective  than  racing
through  the  section
and  making  avoidable
e r r o r s .  T i m e
management is  a skill
that  s tudents  can
d e v e l o p  t h r o u g h
practice  with  timed
sample  tests.

HOW TEACHERS
AND PARENTS CAN
SUPPORT STUDENT
SUCCESS

Master ing  the  7th
grade  revise  and


