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THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF A
CLASSIC
WESTERN: A DEEP
DIVE INTO THE
ALIAS SMITH AND
JONES ACTORS

In  the  vast  landscape
of  1970s  television,
few  shows  captured
t h e  b l e n d  o f
l i g h t h e a r t e d
adventure,  buddy
camarader ie ,  and
Western grit quite like
Alias Smith and Jones.
The series, which aired
on  ABC from 1971 to
1973, told the story of
two charming outlaws,
Hannibal  Heyes  and

Jedediah  "Kid"  Curry,
w h o  a r e  g i v e n  a
conditional  pardon  by
t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f
W y o m i n g .  T h e i r
mission:  stay  out  of
trouble  for  one  year,
and  their  cr iminal
records  will  be  wiped
c l e a n .  T o  b u y
themselves  time,  they
adopt  the  a l iases
"Joshua  Smith"  and
"Thaddeus  Jones."  At
t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s
beloved series were its
two charismatic  leads,
but  the  world  of  the
show was populated by
a  remarkable  cast  of
supporting  actors  and
memorab le  guest
stars.  Understanding
the  Alias  Smith  and
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Jones actors is key to
appreciating  why  the
show  remains  a  cult
classic  over  five
decades  later.  This
article  explores  the
talented  individuals
who  b rough t  t h i s
frontier  story  to  life,
their  careers,  and the
enduring  legacy  they
built  together.

THE DYNAMIC
DUO: PETER DUEL
AND BEN MURPHY

The  success  of  Alias
Smith and Jones rested
s q u a r e l y  o n  t h e
shoulders  of  its  two
lead ing  men .  The
chemistry  between
Peter  Duel  and  Ben
Murphy  was  electric,
creating  a  believable
a n d  e n d e a r i n g
p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t
resonated  deeply  with
audiences.  They  were
not just outlaws on the
r u n ;  t h e y  w e r e
brothers  in  spir i t ,

navigating a world that
was slowly leaving the
Wild West behind.

Peter
Duel: The
Troubled
Genius as
Hannibal
Heyes
Peter  Duel  was  the
undeniable spark of the
series.  As  Hannibal
H e y e s ,  t h e  m o r e
cerebral ,  smooth-
talking half of the duo,
Duel  brought  a  quick
wit, a mischievous glint
i n  h i s  e y e ,  a n d  a
palpable  vulnerability
to the role. Heyes was
the  planner,  the  man
who could talk his way
i n t o — a n d  o u t
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o f — n e a r l y  a n y
s i tua t i on .  Due l ' s
per fo rmance  was
nuanced;  he  played
Heyes  as  a  man  who
was genuinely trying to
reform,  even  i f  his
instincts often led him
b a c k  t o  a  l i f e  o f
mischief.
Born  Peter  Deuel  in
1940,  he  had  already
amassed a respectable
portfolio  of  television
work before landing his
career-defining role. He
appeared in series like
Gidget ,  The  Flying
Nun—where many fans
first  took  notice—and
Love on a Rooftop. His
transition to a Western
hero  was  seamless,
showcasing  his  range
as  a  versatile  actor.
D u e l  p o u r e d  h i s
considerable  energy
into  the  role,  often
improvising  lines  that
became  fan  favorites.
His comedic timing was
impeccable,  but  he

also  excelled  in  the
quieter, more dramatic
moments,  hinting  at
the  internal  conflict  of
a man trying to leave
his past behind.
Tragically, Peter Duel's
life  was cut  short.  On
December 31, 1971, at
t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e
show's popularity, Duel
died by suicide. He was
just  31  years  old.  His
death sent shockwaves
t h r o u g h  t h e
entertainment industry
and  left  the  future  of
Alias  Smith  and  Jones
in immediate jeopardy.
The  loss  o f  such  a
central  talent  was  a
devastating  blow.  The
e p i s o d e s  h e  h a d
completed  remain  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  h i s
br i l l iance,  and  his
portrayal  of  Hannibal
H e y e s  i s  t h e
benchmark  by  which
a l l  o t h e r
interpretations  are
measured. Fans of the
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Al ias  Smith  and
Jones  actors  often
cite Duel as the heart
and soul of the series.

Ben
Murphy:
The Quiet
Presence
as
Jedediah
"Kid"
Curry
If  Peter  Duel  was  the
fire,  Ben  Murphy  was
the  steady  flame.  As
Jedediah  "Kid"  Curry,
Murphy  provided  the
perfect counterbalance
t o  D u e l ' s  m o r e
animated  Heyes.  The
Kid  was  the  strong,

silent  type,  a  man  of
action  who  was  often
more comfortable with
his fists or a well-aimed
shot  than  with  polite
conversation.  Yet,
Murphy  managed  to
imbue  the  Kid  with  a
gentle soul and a deep
loyalty to his partner.
Born  in  1942,  Ben
Murphy  brought  a
grounded  Everyman
quality to the role. He
w a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l
presence  of  the  duo,
handling  the  action
sequences  w i th  a
natural  ease,  but  he
a l so  had  a  sub t l e
comedic  touch.  The
Kid's  exasperated
glances  and  deadpan
reactions  to  Heyes's
schemes were a major
source  of  the  show's
comedy.  Murphy  and
Duel  had  a  rare  on-
screen  synergy;  they
played  off  each  other
l i k e  a  s e a s o n e d
comedy  team,  with
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Murphy  often  setting
up  Duel's  punchlines.
F o l l o w i n g  D u e l ' s
pass ing,  the  show
faced  an  impossible
c h a l l e n g e .  T h e
producers  decided  to
continue the series by
introducing  a  new
partner  for  the  Kid,
played by Roger Davis.
For  the  remain ing
s e a s o n ,  M u r p h y
valiantly  carried  the
show, but the magic of
the original pairing was
irreplaceable.  After
Alias  Smith  and  Jones
concluded, Ben Murphy
continued  a  long  and
s t e a d y  c a r e e r  i n
television.  He  guest-
starred  on  countless
shows  including  The
Love  Boat,  Fantasy
Island,  and  Murder,
She Wrote,  and had a
memorable role in the
Robert Altman film The
Long  Goodbye .  He
remains  a  beloved
figure  among  Western

and  television  fans,
and his portrayal of the
Kid  is  an  endur ing
piece of his legacy.

THE KEY
SUPPORTING CAST
MEMBERS

While  the  two  leads
w e r e  t h e  m a i n
attraction, the world of
Alias  Smith  and  Jones
was  enr iched  by  a
recu r r i ng  cas t  o f
characters  who  acted
a s  a n c h o r s ,
antagonists, and allies.
These  suppor t ing
players  added  depth
and  continuity  to  the
series, creating a fully
rea l i zed  f r on t i e r
universe.

The Law:
A Steady
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and Wise
Ally
One of the most crucial
recurring  roles  was
that  of  Sheriff  Lom
Trevors, played by J.D.
Cannon.  Trevors  was
the  lawman  who  was
personally  tasked  by
the  governor  to  keep
tabs  on  Heyes  and
Curry. Cannon brought
a craggy authority and
a dry sense of  humor
to  the  part.  Trevors
w a s  n o  s i m p l e
a n t a g o n i s t ;  h e
respected the boys and
genuinely  hoped  they
would succeed in their
reform, even as he was
forced  to  chase  them
d o w n  w h e n  t h e y
inevitably  stumbled.
Cannon  was  a  highly
respected  character
actor, and his presence
g a v e  t h e  s h o w  a
grounding  sense  of

legitimacy.
Another  key  authority
figure  was  the
President  of  the  Bank
in  Porterville,  Harry
Briscoe,  played  by
J o h n  D a v i d s o n .
Briscoe  was  the  boys'
unwitt ing  banker,
whose  institution  they
had  originally  robbed.
Davidson's  character
was a recurring source
of  f rustrat ion  and
c o m e d y ,  a s  h e
watched  his  former
r o b b e r s  t r y  t o  g o
straight,  often  with
d i s a s t r o u s
consequences  for  his
bank.  Davidson,  a
versatile  performer
known  for  his  game
show  host ing  and
singing,  brought  a
perfect blend of uptight
professionalism  and
comic  exasperation  to
the role.
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The
Governor:
The Hand
of

Clemency
The man who set  the
entire  plot  in  motion
w a s  G o v e r n o r
Thompson,  played  by
Burl Ives. In the pilot
e p i s o d e ,  I v e s ' s
Thompson  is  captured
by the boys, and they
treat  him  with  such
respect that he decides
to offer them a chance
at redemption. Ives,  a
legendary  folk  singer
and  Academy  Award-
winning actor (for The
Big  Country),  brought
immense  gravitas  and
warmth to the role. His
appearance  was  a
major  coup  for  the

series,  immediately
establishing  the  high
s takes  and  mora l
center  of  the  show.
Though  his  role  was
primarily  in  the  pilot,
his  presence  echoed
throughout  the  series.

The
Doctor: A
Voice of
Reason
Dr.  Cornelius,  played
by  John  A.  Alonzo,
was the witty and wise
doc to r  who  o f t en
patched up the boys or
provided  them  with
information.  Alonzo,
who  a lso  d i rected
severa l  ep isodes,
b r o u g h t  a  c a l m
intelligence to the role.
His  character  was  a
friend  to  both  Heyes
and  Curry,  offering  a
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safe harbor and a non-
j u d g m e n t a l  e a r .
Alonzo,  who would  go
on to become a famed
c i n e m a t o g r a p h e r
(Chinatown,  Scarface),
w a s  a  q u i e t  b u t
essential  part  of  the
show's fabric.

THE CHALLENGE
OF RECASTING:
ROGER DAVIS AND
THE FINAL SEASON

The  death  of  Peter
Duel was an unsolvable
problem for the show.
After a brief hiatus, the
producers, led by Glen
A.  Larson,  made  the
difficult  decision  to
continue  the  series.
They introduced a new
character,  Harry  "Lon"
Tor ino ,  p layed  by
Roger  Davis.  Davis
w a s  n o t  a  t o t a l
stranger  to  the  show;
h e  h a d  b e e n  t h e
narrator for the series
from  the  beginning,
providing  the  iconic

v o i c e o v e r  i n  t h e
opening  credits.
The decision to recast
one half  of  a  beloved
duo is  always  a  high-
risk gamble. Davis was
a  talented  actor  and
had a warm presence,
but  the  chemistry  he
had  with  Ben  Murphy
was inevitably different
from  the  one  Murphy
had shared with Duel.
The  new  dynamic
shifted  the  show's
tone. The writers tried
to  adjust,  giving  the
Kid a  more prominent
role and making Torino
a  s l i g h t l y  m o r e
hardened  character
than Heyes had been.
While  the  remaining
episodes  have  their
merits  and  are  stil l
enjoyed  by  fans,  they
lack  the  ineffable
magic  of  the  original
pairing. The series was
ultimately  canceled  in
early 1973, a victim of
the loss of its star and
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declining  ratings.  The
story  o f  the  Alias
Smith  and  Jones
actors  is ,  in  many
ways,  a  story  of  two
d is t inct  e ras :  the
brilliant,  tragic first  era
with  Peter  Duel,  and
t h e  v a l i a n t  b u t
ultimately  doomed
second era with Roger
Davis.

MEMORABLE
GUEST STARS WHO
WALKED THE
FRONTIER

O n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t
pleasures  of  revisiting
Alias  Smith  and  Jones
i s  s p o t t i n g  t h e
impressive  roster  of
g u e s t  s t a r s  w h o
appeared.  The  show
was  a  magne t  f o r
talented  character
actors, many of whom
were just starting their
c a r e e r s  o r  w e r e
established veterans.

Sam Elliott:

Before he
became an iconic
symbol of the
American West, a
young Sam Elliott
appeared in the
episode "The
Reunion of Ah
Sing." He played
a Chinese
immigrant,
showcasing his
versatility even
then.
Stefanie
Powers: The
future star of
Hart to Hart
guest-starred in
the episode "The
Root of It All,"
playing a strong-
willed woman
who crosses
paths with the
boys.
Bobby Driscoll:
A former child
star for Disney,
Driscoll made
one of his final
television
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appearances on
the show before
his untimely
death.
Beulah Bondi:
The legendary
character
actress, star of
It's a Wonderful
Life, brought her
immense talent
to the episode
"The Day the
Amnesty Came
Through."
Jack Elam: The
iconic character
actor, known for
his distinctive
looks, was a
perfect fit for the
Western setting
and appeared in
a memorable
guest role.

T h e s e  g u e s t
appearances  added
variety  and  depth  to
the  series,  giving  the
l e a d s  n e w  a n d
interesting  characters
to  play  against.  The

quality  of  these guest
stars is a testament to
the  respect  the  show
commanded within the
industry.

THE LEGACY OF
THE ALIAS SMITH
AND JONES
ACTORS

More  than  50  years
after  its  debut,  the
s h o w  r e m a i n s  a
be loved  s tap le  o f
classic  television.  The
performances  of  the
Al ias  Smith  and
Jones actors  are  the
primary  reason  for  its
enduring  popularity.
Peter  Duel  and  Ben
Murphy  c reated  a
partnership  that  ranks
among  the  best  in
television history. Their
friendship felt genuine,
their banter was sharp,
and their  journey was
one  that  audiences
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y
invested in.
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The  show's  theme
song,  "The  Ballad  of
Alias Smith and Jones,"
by Billy Goldenberg, is
instantly  recognizable.
But it is the faces and
voices of the cast that
t r u l y  l i n g e r .  T h e
tragedy  of  Peter  Duel
has  added  a  layer  of
po ignancy  t o  t he
series,  making  the
episodes he filmed feel
all  the more precious.
For  Ben  Murphy,  the
show remains his most
famous  role,  and  he
has  always  spoken  of
h is  t ime  on  i t  wi th
fondness and respect.
The series has found a
long life in syndication
a n d  o n  D V D  a n d
streaming platforms. It
i n t r o d u c e d  a
generation  of  younger

viewers  to  the  charm
of  a  non-traditional
Western.  The  influence
of  the  show  can  be
seen  in  later  buddy
comedies and dramas,
where the "odd couple"
or "reluctant partners"
t rope  i s  a  cent ra l
theme.

CONCLUSION

In  the  final  analysis,
Alias  Smith  and  Jones
was more than just  a
television show; it was
a  s h o w c a s e  f o r  a
brilliant  ensemble  of
actors.  From the star-
crossed talent of Peter
Duel  and  the  steady
re l i ab i l i t y  o f  Ben
Murphy  to  the  firm
hand  of  J.D.  Cannon's
Sheriff Trevors  and the
musical gravitas of


